INSPECTIONS & TESTING

Where is MOLD found in a home?
Mold can be found in any room of a house. It
can be on walls, floors, ceilings inside closets
under carpeting and even inside the walls.
Mold is commonly found in bathrooms and
kitchens because of the high moisture levels
in these areas. But it can be anywhere that
there’s excessive moisture.
It is usually accompanied with a musty odor
and appears as small black circles, or sometimes a green, brown or grey discoloration.
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What is MOLD?

What if I suspect MOLD?

Professional Lab Analysis

Mold is part of the natural environment. Molds
are fungi and are needed to break down
dead material and recycle nutrients in the
environment. Molds grow by digesting organic
material and gradually destroy whatever they
grow on. In order for Molds to grow, they need
only water and an organic food source such
as leaves, paper, wood, or dirt.

If you suspect there’s mold in your home or a
home you’re considering purchasing, don’t
panic. You can remove mold by first correcting
the moisture problem, then by cleaning the
affected area with a detergent or biocide. In
more severe cases, such as infiltration into the
drywall material or the wood, replacement of
that material may be required.

All samples are processed and analyzed
by a local environmental laboratory.

Can MOLD cause health problems?
Mold can affect everyone differently. People
who are sensitive to mycotoxins can experience: sneezing, sinus congestion, nausea, a
runny nose, coughing, skin rashes, fatigue,
flu-like systems, headaches, restlessness,
dizziness, irritation of the eyes, nose or throat,
wheezing, fevers, asthma, or emphysema.
People at a higher risk for adverse reactions
to mold exposure are: infants, children, immune
compromised individuals, pregnant women,
elderly, and individuals with existing respiratory conditions.

Concerned about MOLD in your home?
Does your home have a musty smell, dampness,
water stains under the kitchen or bathroom sinks,
stains on the walls, ceilings or floors? If so, you’re
encouraged to call SoCal Inspections right away
to perform a mold inspection and testing.
SoCal Inspections can determine where the
problem is and by testing the suspected areas, we
can establish what kind of mold is present and its
hazards to you and your family. We will also
advise you on how to remedy the problem to
create a healthy environment for your family.

Clean-up without correcting the source of the
moisture will result in a reoccurrence of mold.

What is a MOLD Inspection?
A thorough inspection by SoCal Inspections
involves a visual investigation of the attic,
crawlspace, roof, HVAC system and any
stains, discolorations or signs of moisture intrusion. Samples will then be taken to provide
a better assessment of the problem areas
Tape and/or Swab samples are collected from
visible moldy surfaces by wiping the area with
a sterile swab or tape. This type of sampling is
used to identify specific mold types.
Air sampling is a means to determine the type
and amount of airborne contamination in an
area. Air sampling may be necessary if the
presence of mold, allergens or toxins is suspected (musty odors, allergies) but cannot be
identified by a visual inspection. When air
sampling is performed, both the indoor and
outdoor air are sampled so the results can be
compared to see if a problem exists.
Once the home has been evaluated and the
test results have been reviewed, action can be
planned to clean the affected areas and prevent future contamination. In all situations, if
mold exists, the underlying cause of water
damage must be corrected.

Additional Information
Additional information regarding mold in
your home can be found at:
www.epa.gov
In the search box, type “Mold”.

